
C. W​ESLEY​ B​LACKMAN​, AICP 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 ​⬥​ 561-308-0364 ​⬥​ wesblackman@gmail.com ​⬥​ www.linkedin.com/in/wesblackman 

 

P​ROFESSIONAL​ E​XPERIENCE 
 
Urban Planning, Zoning, and Public Relations Professional, CWB Associates​, Lake Worth, FL, 2004 to present 

Advise sophisticated real estate investors, property owners, and public-sector clients on land use, zoning, development 
review procedures and applications, code development and research, and comprehensive planning and historic 
preservation issues and projects. Serve as expert witness for administrative reviews and court proceedings involving land 
use, zoning, and preservation, perform due diligence reviews, and maintain public relations and communication. Work on 
large mixed-use urban redevelopment, collaborate with allied professionals, and stay informed of changing regulations. 

▪ Completed two separate zoning and development approval analyses for major thoroughfares in Town of Palm 
Beach for different clients. 

▪ Produced report analyzing pros and cons of various development scenarios for most famous retail street in Town 
of Palm Beach. 

▪ Developed subject-matter expertise in zoning, reasonable accommodation, congregate living facilities, and 
historic preservation. 

▪ Successfully represented over 100 clients to date in development review applications. 
 
Planning Director, Kilday Associates​, Lake Worth, FL, 2003 to 2004 

Managed four planning department employees for premier land planning consulting firm in Palm Beach County, working 
in fast-paced environment during boom in local land-development economy. Prepared land use and zoning applications 
for private and public clients and submitted to local governments across South Florida. Consulted on land use matters, 
made presentations, and conducted in-depth project research related to island access and sovereign submerged lands. 
 
Director of Projects, Trump Organization​, Mar-a-Lago Club and Trump International Golf Club, Palm Beach, FL, 
1993 to 2003 

Spearheaded planning, development, government/public relations, and historic preservation and directed restoration 
efforts and intricate work necessary to convert 18-acre estate from residence to private club; property included 215-acre 
championship golf course and clubhouse and 62-acre addition to golf course. Served as project manager for 
construction-related activities and collaborated with local authorities to gain approval for necessary amenities and 
projects to operate successful private club compliant with safety standards and local regulations; continually requested 
additional changes. 

▪ Secured support for Mar-a-Lago project with Town of Palm Beach and allowed settlement of multi-million dollar 
lawsuit between Trump Organization and town. Analyzed traffic studies and presented expert testimony to Town 
Council demonstrating potential traffic impact less than originally stated and positive long-term results. 

▪ Transformed Mar-a-Lago estate from residence to private club within 2 years. Met Town of Palm Beach's lengthy 
requirements, obtained necessary approvals through National Trust for Historic Preservation and Palm Beach 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, and secured permits through government agencies and utility providers. 

▪ Received Florida Trust for Historic Preservation Award for Outstanding Achievement, Mar-a-Lago Adaptive Reuse 
and American Institute of Building Design Award for Innovative Special Construction Techniques, Trump 
International Golf Course.  

▪ Provided sustainable economic engine for Palm Beach by achieving results in high-profile, high-stakes 
environment within challenging political scenario, against formidable opposition and under high scrutiny from 
employer and regulatory agencies. 

 
Additional Experience: 

Planner, City of West Palm Beach​. Prepared traffic and utility elements of state-mandated comprehensive plan, reviewed 
site plans, and presented recommendations before advisory boards and City Commission. 



C. W​ESLEY​ B​LACKMAN​, AICP 561-308-0364 ​⬥​ wesblackman@gmail.com ​⬥​ Page 2 of 2 

 
Trump Organization, continued 
Planner, City of East Lansing​. Appointed to serve Planning Board, Downtown Development Authority, and Economic 
Development Corporation. 
Consultant, Wilkins and Wheaton Engineering​, Kalamazoo, MI. Specialized in community and economic development. 
 

A​PPOINTMENTS 
 
Palm Beach County Land Development Regulation Advisory Board, Chairman, 2000 to present 

▪ Advisory Board for Florida's largest county. Review and make recommendations to Palm Beach Board of County 
Commissioners on Unified Land Development Code (ULDC) changes for large unincorporated areas of county. 

City of Lake Worth Planning, Zoning, and Historic Resources Preservation Board, Board Member, 1998 to 2001; Chairman, 
2001 to 2008 

▪ Established historic preservation program; implemented zoning-in-progress to control residential development. 

Palm Beach County Planning Congress, Board Member, 1995 to present; Treasurer, 2007 to present; and President, 2000 
and 2003 

▪ Helped to sponsor and plan twelve annual ethics conferences and participate as presenter and attendee. 

Lake Worth Historic Resource Preservation Board, Chairman, 2011 to 2015 

▪ Reviewed Certificate of Appropriateness requests for properties within six historic districts and 2,600 structures. 

Lake Worth Community Redevelopment Agency, Chairman, 2008 to 2009 

▪ Awarded $23 million Neighborhood Stabilization Program 2 grant, one of seven communities chosen. 

Historical Society of Palm Beach County, Board of Governors, 2002 to 2008 

▪ Rehabilitated 1916 County Courthouse building and converted to museum. 
 

A​FFILIATIONS 
 

American Planning Association 
American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) 

 

E​DUCATION 
 

Bachelor of Arts ​cum laude​, Business Administration with Finance emphasis, Alma College, Alma, MI 
 

C​ERTIFICATION 
 

AICP Certification, current, 194 continuing education credits completed to date, including law and ethics credits 


